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1259 ' Unidentified
publi~ Finally, T should like to thank

our weotdships for your kind attention,
and I beg to move for Papers.

7.29 p.m.

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, 1 am
pound to say that I face making this
speech with some tre g";"dati«an 1 had
wondered whether we could justify the
holding of what is in effect a qu d =bate

on this matter; but having seen the
audlcr"c we have tonight, and indesd

having heard the speech of the noble Earl,
Lord Clancarty, I can sce that that sort
of thought would not go down too well.
1 may well be shouted down before I finish
anyway, but let us ses if we can avoid that
right at the start,

The noble
support &

Earl asked usin his Motion (o
proposal particolarly for an

intra-governmental study—-1 suppose he
means, as indesd he has described,

netwesen  Governmenis. No  doubt he
would wish to see the co-operation of the
United States. Bui { should not want to
support that kind of proposal. 1 do not
think the time has vet come when we can
view this matter with sufficient certa inty

to  justify the expenditure of {fxubhc
money on it

{ certainly agree that the numerous
voluntary bodies, including those with
which the noble Barl is associated, ought
to be encouraged, and indead 1 should not
be opposed to informal links between
those bodies—or, at least the responsible

ones—and others, such as the Mins
of Defence. But i

in the midst of all
myself a i

believer

I believe they are, as objects or vehicles
from another “mmk or from another
universe,

1 have some 2,500 hours as a pilol

I bave flown across the Atlantic a fow
times as a pilot. Bui, unlike with the
aircraft reported by the noble Earl, 1
have never seen one, I presume—indesd,
I believe—that & good many of th%

sightings c.a.p. ‘r: explained by logica
seientific th ?id E a"ﬁ, so far at k’:ast,
chmmccd ‘rmt those that cannot so far

gd could be, i our knowled
or 'x we had more

be 80 sxplates

were more advanced
information abOUT*hL‘ ohtings mqumm,
It is these unexplained ighm pon
which ufoio:istc m} 50 TJSAVL} in ‘w\mo
us to accept their theorles, Butl believe,
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as 1 sdy, that these unexplained sighting.
could be—and, indeed, would be-—ox-
plained, if we had more knowle edge about
them; for example, better ph@togmphb
How many k,@r phot@granm of UFOs
have your Lordships seen? All 1 have seen
are na‘:y, fudgy photographs which could,
or could not, be genuine.

Ufologists often rely upon radar infor-
mation for evidence in their case, but |
must tell your Lordships that radar plays
more fricks even than the camera, and 1

do not believe that radar information, in
this context, is valid. For example, the

D:E sightings in New thmu, which
imf rxpzmad just before Christmas,
indudm? some rather st"'mgs,—.eukuw
pi'xotog which appeared on te Emlslon,
were also said fo have bzen confirmed by
radar formation which was auié: hie
to the aircraft in gquestion. But [ know
from my own z;)xpu'iencc that radar s
frequent l} used, and, indeed, 15 5o designed,
for us*u.mm anomalies in mmos,;imm
copditions and in weather patterns, and
{ am not persuaded that radar is a valid
supporting argument in this case.

Fec

Were

338

Since tme immemorial,

ibed those phenomena that é oa.:id 1
explain to some supernatural or ext
terrestrial agents.  Eventually, as scienti
wisdom has advanced, these phenomena
are understood more fully,

2l

today, no one takes witchoraft us

cm‘i there are no faires ni the hottom
of my garden. It s not so long ago that
magnetism, ad it oceurs naturally in the
form of | wea;onc was thought to be the
work of the Devil, as indeed were some of
the hot springs found in Ieceland, Anstralia

and a‘:i&awharu.

An eclipse of the mm or the moon,
now fully understond, was once thought
w0 be:: an expression ni the »”alm;a,h.ys
sure, Perhaps this devives from
"description in the Gospels of the events
following the Crucifixion. [ recall the
44th and 45th verses of the 23rd chapler
of St Lhkfza Gospel, and 1 shall }‘m.lﬁ

there
rzth

And z* was about the sixth Imm, ang
was o darkness over allYhe earth until the
hour,

Axd the sun was darkened, a and the veil of the
tomple was rerd in the midst 7,

St Matihew described it rather weli also

A‘m beh mA, the veil of the temple was reat
in twain from the top to m bottom; and the
d quake, and the rocks rent ”.
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0" one would now seriously doubt that

those happenings were, in fact, an eclipse

of the sun and an earthguake respectively.

would not deny that there may have been
divine intervention in respect of the timing
of those events, but certainly T would say
that they were caused by terrestrial forces
which we now fully understand.

Without wishing to pre-empt anything
that the right reverend Prelate the Bishop

of Nerwich may say, perhaps I may |

pose the question as to whether the exis-
tence of another race or races outside our
universe is compatible with our Christian
principles. 1 sneak only as a simple
member of the Christian faith, but 1
think 1 believe that He loves us and us
glonz. 1 am not aware that there is any
supggestion in the words of Christ or in
the words of the Almighty, as recorded
that we must share his goodness with
peopie from another universe, There i
no suggesiion that there is, indead, any
other such people. 1 acknowledge, how-
ever, that, for example, the works of
Darwin were once thought incompatible
with the Christian faith, and so perhaps
my view of the credibility of these things,
from a Christian point of view, is open to
correction,  Perhaps ths right reversnd
Prefate will be able to help us when he
comes to speak.

I emphasise that I do not for 2 moment
doubt the sincerity and conviction of those
who believe in these objects, who believe
that they are visitors from another universe
or, at least, some supernatural force
beyond our reason. 1 simply do not
happen to agree with them. 1 certainty do
not agree with the learmed professor,
speaking on the radic the other morning,
who said: “ Anyone who bhelieves in
UFOsisaloony 7. Butasfor the sugges-
tion that an international study group
should be set up, T do not think that |
could countenance that as a serious
proposal at this time. I emphasiss,
however, that I would be happy to
encourage informal links between, for
example, the RAF and the very worthy
groups who believe differently from the
way [ do,

Before I sit down, T should just like to
say how much T am looking forward to
the maiden speech of my noble friend
Lord Oxfuird, who is to speak later in
the debate, His pame has, of course,
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" which are completely

Fying Gbjects

appeared on the Order Paper "wefor
today, and I hope that it appears on th
list of speakers a good many times in the
future. The noble Barl, Lord Clancarty
has done us a service by bringing this
matter forward, but I would Counge] -
cantion and care.

The Harl of KIMBERLEY: My Lords
as the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, has
said, the majority of noble Lords in this
Chamber will be greatly indebted to the
noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, for raising
this fascinating and controversial subject
this evening. Before I begin, perhaps |
should say that T have an interest in t,
because T am a director of a company
which is to make an identified flying
object—a thermo skyship, which is saucer -
shaped. 1 shall not get that muddied up,
But in spite of sceptics, such as the noble
Lord, Lord Wige, the other day in g
newspaper, and Sir Bernard Lovell from
Jodrell Bank, who says that UFDOs do
not exist, we must agreg that they do,
because otherwise there would be no
unidentified flving objects. Furthermore,
we should not have threughout the world
radio telescopes listening to try to pick up
stgnals from 1telligences in outer space.

As the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
satd, UFOs are not products of the 20th
century imagination. They bhave beer
observed here for years—by the North
American  Indians, by the monks o
Byland Abbey in 1250, who were terrified
by the appearance of a huge silver dise
Right through history up fo tfoday,
miliions of people have seen UFOs, and
I will go so far as to siy that | am the
first to admit that the very laree majority
of them can be explaingd as patural.or
man-made phenomenas
lite  débris, weather?
flares, et cetera.  Bupth

It has bheen reported
States and the USSR sip
1971 to swop UFQ information, hut
pact stated that they were to keep the
rest of the world in the dark. 1 believe
that the pact was signed so that neifh
super-Power would make mig abo
UFOs being atomic missile
to understand that qu ;
United  States balloondsis who crosse
the Atlantic were followed: for up to 1
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1.  Lord Bishop of Norwich.j
which can cause serious distress to them
and to their personal life. That is my
anxiety. I may be wrong, but T put it
forward with some

care, having Lho ught
about it and studied it a

[LORE

good dw“
Therefors, my third m}:'mymanm 1 am
sorry to be negative bui it is important to
share both the light and the dark sides
—ig the danger of the religious aspect of
the UFQ situation leading to the obscuring
of basic Christian truths. When all s
said and done, Christ himselfl is the agent
of God in the creation of the world. 1
quote from Colossians;

* C}‘mt L: ‘hg image of the invisible
ion: forn C

e

and on earth,

0(3 the

3%

through Pﬂm and wr mm

This iascznatmg
which is perhaps one
of Christological  te §
Christ being before all things: © by him
all things consist”, as the Authorised
Version put it. All things held together
He is h{: great u*niyir holding-t f)szeihc,r
principle of God’s universe.

chapter in C elossians,
of the highest ?wais
hing, f}eai{ﬁ of

I say this in this debate recognising the
danger of, as it were, pre caching a sermon,
However, I do not think that 1s *‘fuc in this

case becauss the very mb;ccf we are
dwating is helping to widen our hortizons
—and the 1";0’0}- Viscount, Lord Oxfuird,

stressed this point o' looking far out in
hxs maiden speech. [ believe that Christ
has not only & terrestial, not only a cosmic
-_szgn,fuana but literally a galactic signi-
ficance, 1 believe that 'H‘a is God’s vice-
regent concerning His great creative
woﬂd, It is bood that our minds and
eyes should be stretched further out
becauu 1 do not believe that at any point
of the universe we get beyond the hand
of God. Ti,crafore,. it helps us to under-
stand the majesty of the Godhead when
we begin to siretch cur minds to reach oot
to the far corners of creation.

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, will
the right reverend Prelate “allow me to
intervene? Is he actually offering eccle-
siastical aurhorlty for the existence of
another race of people in another uni-
verse? Is he saying that the existence of
UFOs, togetber with their inhabitants
such as are so often described to-us, is
compatible with Christian faith?

05 Flying Ghjscts 1272

'.‘bu Lovd BISHOP of \"Ii{‘fvlw
My Lords, { thank the noble ,.,ord, Lord
Tregfarns, for his interjection because it
shows that he must have besii listening
:;miuiim becanse the next mmg on my

otes is, * Say »mue*hxm about Lord
'irﬂfgamm remarks’ Hnwevcr, there
are about 20 seconds 1o go before I get
to the noble Lord. Perhaps in the mean-
tine hb can have a glass of water from
Lord Davies of ‘{ gek, or something, but §
am almost with the noble Lord. 1 am glad
for that intericction because I obvicusly
Was f:xcﬂ getting right what { was trying to
say { helieve that all the far corners of
mu "“mt ve world, right cut further than
we can ever see or even know by radio, are
within the plan of the Creator. I believe
they are within the raajestic purposes of
I bhalieve that Christ, as Creator
under the Godhead, is Ca,mcsmd with it

Now may I come to the nobls Lord’s
mrtmmar guestion a few minutes ago.
His guestion went cnmethmg like this:
“ Do we believe in the existence of anocther
race? Ts it possible that there is another
race further afield?” T must say that 1 do
not know. I believe there is a place for.
reverant Christian u.gtm\mmm concerning
what is not revealed to us in scripture and
by our Lord. Having said that, I believe
that God may bave other plans for other
worlds, but I believe that God’s plan for
this world is Jesus. That at least is how !
view the guestion, The emphasis in
f;"ripmrc is most interesting on the fact
that there never seems a point beyond
the revelation of scripture where there is
not God.

I quote, if T may follow Lord Tre fgarnsg
once more before ﬁmshmg what T had to
say, from the most majectic opening letter
to the Hebrews. .

“ In these last days, God bas spoken 0 us b}

his Son, whom he hath vpnu“ heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds,  He
I'tflu. ts the glory of God. e bears the stamp of
s natur\., upholding the universe by his word
of power’
My pfxmf is that the dangu of g:,tlms the
UFO thing linked with the religious tmnb'
is that it Qbsuur% the fact that Chmt is *}w
image of the invisible God, and { that all
God’s purposes and plans for humanity
are in dnd through }us Son, our Lord.

This 15 not aarved

This is not popular.
chmy of ppoglu

by dozens of people.
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e Earl of Cork and Orrery.]
of (. If this represents all that the
Conservative Party can produce in the
way of thinking on what is undoubiedly
a serious subject, whatever your opinion
about it may be, % 1 this 18 deple ra‘t;ie.

ble Lord really thi }‘(\ that
rious interest or belief taken
1 witcheraft, perhaps he does
right new Spd”\ﬁi‘", but [ can
hat this is far from true, He
tever m unidentified i’yimf
) lever in VP(\"
{ do not iamw« how you can 1
’ You can take i'
"z s a 1“‘ip ahead,
’{mg 3 'x
awt is s

Unidentified

: KPace, and jy(‘r-
can say mu G0 n ':if*.'w in that, But
I do not know what i implies to say that
you do not in wn unidentified

You do not believe in the
do not believe W i ~1y ing?

Aving object,
object? You

You do not believe it iz unidentified?
There are things that are unidentified,

Perhaps we are not trving. I do not think
it is reasonable to say that they do not
exist.  Nobody, except my noble friend
Lord Hewlett, has seriously contended
that they do not exist. The guestion is,
what are they?

Lord TREF
nohis friend h
my Lords, hee

:‘J O

i me to mzf:wenv
been very caustic
about what | I do not deny
the gxistence ¢ umdennf ied flying obiects.
[ simply say tha{ maost of them are iden-
tifiable, that some are not objects at all
but simply a trick of the i%ght or & meteo-
rofogical pheronemon—-1 think that is so
i many cases—and that [ agree one
cannot deny the ,\!;7.?1“.,6 of unidentified
flying objects. It is simply a question of

($FSRR
f had
"

frow we identify them.
The Earl of CORK and QORRERY:

My Lords, | take my noble friend’s point.
I am anxious not to misquote him, but he

also said that ufologists——it 15 difficult
not to use that word—-referred to un-
explained  sightings which  would  be

explained if only we had better evidence;
that was the gist of one part of my noble
friend’s argument. In other words, if we
had better evidence we should be able io
explain those sightings. That is the sole
point on which the noble Earl initiated

[LORDS ]
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 this debate. That is what he is asking . ¢

he wishes wiﬁmse to be collected,
coilated, examined, evaluated and reported

on as to what these things are, and it is
notable that he himself did not sav what
he thought they were. Other noble Lords
have spoken as though he had said they
were fairies or § do not know what, when
in fact he said po such thing, I believe he
is a leading authority on these matters—
certainly he has studied them more closely
than anyone else of whom I have heard-—
he must have exercised very great
restraind in this matter, and he is to be
congratulated on that as well as on
itiating the whole debate.

an

ostor-—1 still have

once had an ance
ki in a sense, in that he is stil my
ancest thougl is  degd-—called
Rober de wh ded a society
call Loval Saciety. | feel that it he
retu the rooms of that enor-
1 izious sn{:uty now .ﬂd found

& et b 3

t 3 ome; a '“mm Of the mast
hle and totally non-sceptical nature,
[ he did write a book called 7The
o Chemist.

ey

ical
1
i

Farl has done a service by
f@ our very eves the
opher who knows precisely
clence md makes no efiort
to go beyond them. Nor does he point the
finger of scorn at anyone else.  He must
know, as others knqm, that it is impossible
to prove anvthing by neggative evidence,
If vou wish to prove that something is not
so vou can do it only m logic—by proving
the ence of something that is so that
makes that first premise impossible.  Thus.
vou cannot prove that any particular type
of flying object does not exist, and with
respect to my noble friend, the fact that
the Jodrell Bank telescope has not segn
something not only docs not prove, but
is not even particularly good evidence,
that it was not there. [ am prepared 10
accept, If told, that the Jodrell Bank
tzlescope has been operating on a fre-
quency suited to the observation of
UFOs of one kind or another for the
last 30 vears, but, until [ am told that, 1
shall be sceptical in that matter,

‘an“ nnhh,
% }”ﬁ‘*
ientist mfm
%.i's‘: limits of s

Lord HEWLETT: Llet me be quite
clear about. this, my Lords. 1 did not
say other than that Jodrell Bank bad made



LOOSE MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)/12/4

2 Jul 85

APS/US of S(AF)

UFOs: LORD HILL~NORTON

In the light of Lord Hill-Nortonts

response to US of S(AF)'s letter of 19 June vou

may consider it prudent w@ave the attached
additional note on UFOs for the Second Day of
the House of Lords Defence Debate.




UFOs: RAF WOODBRIDGE INCIDENT - 27 DEC 80

Our concern, naturally, is the defence of the UK and more
specifically any possibility df infringements of UK airspace, In
this particular incident the report, received 2 weeks after the
event, was carefully examined and as I have previously said, it was

concluded that there was no Defence interest.

[Indeed the high visibility of the phenomenon reported - multi-
coloured bright lights - is totally inconsistent with a covert entry

into the UK, ]

I can assure Noble Lords that sightings of unidentified
objects are not a matter [the Ministry of Defenceliwe] take lightly.
I am however confident that the Jjudgement of the time was correct.

Nothing since casts doubt on that assessment.

That is not to say, however, that Colonel Halt and the other
personnel mentioned in the report were suffering from hallucinations.
Speaking personally, I can accept that pecple do from time to time
see things in the sky which they find difficult to explain. I am
sure your Lordships will agree that in many oaseé normal explanations
come to light, such as falling meteorites or satellite debris,
unusual cloud formations or aircraft lights. The press has carried
the results of a good deal of investigative journaiiém which turned
up rational and down-to-earth explanations for what was seen. What
the true explanation is, I do not know; MOD does
not attempt to investigate reports to the point at which a positive

tmble lordo
identification can be made. I can assure/f y however, that there is
no evidence of anything having intruded into British airspacg.and

"landing' near RAF Woodbridge.



The National Archives
UFO file release August 2009
Briefing on the Rendlesham Forest incident for the House of Lords.
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UFO's

Hoble Lords may recall that this subject was discussed in detail |\ / ahoy F

during a debate in this House on 18 January 1979. I have seen

nothing, sincé that time, to alter my views,

We have Lo recognise that there are many strange things to be seen in
the sky, bubt we believe there are adegquate explanations for them.
They may be satellite debris re-entering the eazrth atmosphere, ball
lightning, unusual cloud formations, mebteoroclogical balloons,

aircraft lights, asircraft at unusual angles or many other things.

The sole interest of HMG in reported sightings of UF0Os is to
establish whether they have any bearing on the defence of the

sountry.

There 1s no organisation in the MOD appointed solely for the purpose
of studying reports of UFOs, and no staffl are employed on the subject
full time. Reports are referred to the staff in the Department who
are responsible for the alr defence of the United Kingdom, and they

gexaming them as part of their normal dubies.

ble defence

e

Since cur intersst in UFOs is limited to poss
implicstions we have not carried out & study into the secientific

gignificance of these phenomena.

RAF Woodbridge incident 27 Dec 80. We have nothing to add to what

has aslready been said. We were satisfied, at the time, thet Lhere
was no Defence significance to the report and we have seen nothing to

alter this view.

2
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ‘
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB

Te!ephone‘ ...... (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)

PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR DEFENCE

D/US of S/OH 0074/95 /€ January 1995

/ 2

L a -

Thank you for your letter of 4 Janua : i £l
enclosing one from vour constituent,
about alleged alien abductions.

I should first like to correct the misconceptions on which the
Press article which encloses are based.

First, the Ministry of Defence has not agreed to formal
discussions with had expressed a wish to
meet staff to discuss information he had with respect to "UFO"
sightings, but he was advised that whilst a meeting would not
be appropriate he could if he wished drop any information he
had in connection with "UFO" sightings at the foyer of the MOD
Main Building, whereupon it would be staffed in the normal way.

Secondly, no discussions with respect to alien abductions have
lace between my officials and either_ or _!I:I >
he author of The People article. The subject of

alleged alien abductions falls outside this Department's
responsibilities. I should perhaps at this point explain that
the Ministry of Defence has only a limited interest and role
with respect to reports of unexplained aerial phenomena. We
look at such reports purely in the context of our
responsibilities for ensuring that the integrity of the United
Kingdom's air defences is maintained. Our only concern is to
establish whether any evidence exists which would indicate the
presence of a physical threat to our air defences. If we are
satisfied that there is no such evidence we make no further
attempt to investigate or establish the precise nature of the
sighting/phenomena. In pursuing this Department's
responsibility in this respect, we are not aware of any
evidence which would substantiate the existence of lifeforms or
craft of extraterrestrial origin.

Sir Ralph Howell MP

Recycled Paper



In conclusion, I should like to reiterate that there has been
no agreement to a formal meeting between my officials and /

and that my officials have received no information or
'evidence' from with respect to 'Rebecca', or alien

abduction generally.

LORD HENLEY

Y
&)

Recycled Papasr



LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)/12/4
I Jan 95

APS/US of S

D/USofS/0H/0074/95; SIR RALPH HOWELL, MP - UFOs/ALIEN
ABDUCTIONS

1. The background to the newspaper article in question, and
its references to the MOD, is important and is therefore set

out below.

2. My staff were contacted by_ in early
November. He requested a meeting 1n the New Year - when it was
his intention to make a trip to London - to discuss some
information he had with respect to various "UFO" sightings. He
was advised that it would not be appropriate for such a meeting
to take place, but that if he wanted to call in at the Main
Building Foyer he could hand in any evidence he wished us to
look over, is would be taken away and staffed in the
normal way.Wfollowed up his telephone call with a
letter in which he expressed the hope that early in the New
Year he could make an appointment to discuss his findings of
reported objects near military bases.

staff heard nothing further until we received a call

of The People, asking if there was any truth
agreed to hold formal discussions with_

e subject of "UFOs". My staff explained the
ﬁand this was reaffirmed, I understand, in
ad with the Press Office. Whilst speaking

made no reference to the alien abduction
story.

n th
situation to
a conversation he
to my staff
aspects of

4. In the light of the fact that FECHSMGENN appeared to be
touting his story to the Press, we wrote to him expressing our
surprise that he had chosen to represent his discussion with my
staff as agreement to hold formal talks when this was clearly

not the case.

5. The story subsequently appeared concentrating solely on
alie uction claims - a subject we have never discussed with
or nor would we as the subject quite
clearly falls outside our remit - and even alleging that the




MOD were looking at the evidence relating to 'Rebecca', when no

such evidence has ever been discussed or submitted. The

article in The People is, therefore, a fabrication. To date IM!
has not contacted this office again to advise when he

wil e dropping off his alleged evidence of "UFO" sightings.

6. I attach a draft reply to Sir Ralph Howell's letter.

Sec(AS)2




DRAFT

D/US of S/OH 0074/95 January 1995

Thank you for your letter to Malcolm Rifkind of

abductions. I am replying as this matter falls within my area

of responsibility.

I should first like to correct the misconceptions which

underly the Press article which_ encloses.

First, the Ministry of Defence has not agreed to formal
discussions with__had expressed a wish to
meet staff to discuss information he had with respect to "UFO"
sightings, but he was advised that whilst a meeting would not
be appropriate he could if he wished drop any information he
had in connection with "UFO" sightings at the Foyer of the MOD

Main Building, whereupon it would be staffed in the normal way.

Secondly, no discussions with respect to alien abductions
have taken place between my officials and either_ or
_the author of The People article. The subject of
alleged alien abductions falls outside this Department's
responsibilities. I should perhaps at this point explain that
the Ministry of Defence has only a limited interest and role
with respect to reports of unexplained aerial phenomena. We

Sir Ralph Howells MP



look at such reports purely in the context of our
responsibilities for ensuring that the integrity of the United
Kingdom's air defences is maintained. Our only concern is to
establish whether any evidence exists which would indicate the
presence of a physical threat to our air defences. If we are
satisfied that there is no such evidence we make no further
attempt to investigate or establish the precise nature of the
sighting/phenomena. In pursuing this Department's
responsibility in this respect, we are not aware of any
evidence which would substantiate the existence of lifeforms or

craft of extra-terrestrial origin.

In conclusion, I should like to reiterate that there has
been no agreement to a formal meeting between my officials and
_ and that my officials have received no information
or 'evidence'’ from_with respect to 'Rebecca', or

alien abduction generally.

I hope this is helpful.

THE LORD HENLEY



PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE

PARLIAMENTARY ENQUIRY

Reference D/US of S/OH | (10 nugwg 44 | (to be quoted in all correspondence)
: Hd Ser {p<)
For action by: na_vec [ AS

| would be grateful if you would prepare a double spaced draft for the Minister to
send in reply to the enclosed letter, together with relevant advice. This should be
cleared by a grade 7 equivalent or higher. No action should be taken which may
prejudice Ministerial consideration of this case.

The deadline for your reply is: 7/ ‘-“’f'gm@g@ 12958

If you cannot meet this deadline, you should forward an interim reply immediately
and inform this office of the date when a full reply is expected.

The draft should be sent by CHOTS to US of S TYPIST1. Divisions in Main
Building may send a hard copy if they do not have CHOTS; others should send the
draft by fax to Main Building extensior_’!ease use only one of these
methods.

Your draft should be as short as possible, but it should answer all the points made
by the MP and the constituent, in clear and concise language. Never use jargon,
abbreviations or any form of words which the recipient may not understand. Drafts
should include the reference in the top left hand corner, the constituent's name and
address in the first paragraph, the MP's name at the foot of the first page and the
Minister's signature block at the end of the text.

If you have any questions about how to deal with this folder

please telephone Main Building extension

for the Private Secretary
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Rt Hon Malcolm Rifkind Mp
Secretary of State for Defence
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_ MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
~ MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB

v k Te}ephb‘yn-].‘....,(Direct Dialling)
R (Switchboard)

PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR DEFENCE

D/US of S/OH 0058/95 - ~ . /{f3anuary 1995
- N N y

Thank you for your letter of 17 December to Roger Freeman
enclosing one from your constituent,

concerning unidentified
lying objects. 3 : : :

I should perhaps first explain that the Ministry of Defence has
a limited interest and role with respect to unexplained aerial
phenomena.  We look at such reports purely in the context of
our responsibilities‘for ensuring that the integrity of the
UK's air defences is maintained. Our only concern is to
establish whether any evidence exists which would indicate the
presence of a physical threat to our air defences. If we are
satisfied that there is no such evidence, we make no further
attempt to investigate or establish the precise nature of the
sighting/phenomena.

From the reports which we receive it is quite clear that there .
are many sights in the sky which are not immediately -
identifiable. However, we believe explanations could be found
for most of them. Possibilities include aircraft lights or
~aircraft seen from unusual angles, helium balloons,
searchlights or lasers reflecting off clouds, or even natural
phenomena like fireballs and meteorites. Nevertheless, we do
accept that there will always be some sightings that appear to
defy explanation, and we are open-minded on these as
essentially it is outside the Department's remit to investigate
further.

I can confirm that to date it remains the case that we have no
evidence to substantiate the existence of craft or lifeforms of
extraterrestrial origin. That said, the MOD and our Armed
Forces remain properly vigilant for any physical threat to the
security of the United Kingdom.

Stephen Dorrell Esg MP

&9
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Finally,_asked for a point of contact in this
Department with whom he could correspond with any further
enquires he has on this subject. The MOD focal point which
looks at reports of unexplained aerial phenomena, for the
reasons I have explained above, is as follows:

Ministry of Defence

Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a
Room

Main Building
Whitehall
SW1A 2HB
I hope this is helpful in explaining the role of this

Deiartment with respect to 'UFO' sightings and I can assure

hat there is certainly no attempt to cover up
information on this subject.

5 e =

e

LORD HENLEY. : B
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)/12/4
{2 Jan 95

APS/US of S

LETTER FROM STEPHEN DORRELL MP

1. A self explanatory draft reply to Mr Dorrell's letter of
17 December is attached.

Sec(AS)2




DRAFT

D/US of S/0H 0058/95 January 1995

Thank you for your letter to Roger Freeman of 17 December

enclosing one fron
_ concerning unidentified flying objects.

I am replying as this matter falls within my area of

responsibility.

I should perhaps first explain tha£ the Ministry of
Defence has a limited interest and role with respect to
unexplained aerial phenomena. We look at such reports purely
in the context of our responsibilities for ensuring that the
integrity of the UK's air defences is maintained. Our only
concern is to establish whether any evidence exists which would
indicate the presence of a physical threat to our air defences.
If we are satisfied that there is no such evidence, we make no
further attempt to investigate or establish the precise nature

of the sighting/phenomena.

From the reports which we receive it is quite clear that
there are many sights in the sky which are not immediately
identifiable. However, we believe explanations could be found
for most of them. Possibilities include aircraft lights or
aircraft seen from unusual angles, helium balloons,
searchlights or lasers reflecting off clouds, or even natural

phenomena like fireballs and meteorites. Nevertheless, we do



accept that there will always be some sightings that appear to
defy explanation, and we are open-minded on these as
essentially it is outside the Department's remit to investigate

further.

I can confirm that to date it remains the case that we
have no evidence to substantiate the existence of craft or
lifeforms of extra-terrestrial origin. That said, the MOD and
our Armed Forces remain properly vigilant for any physical

threat to the security of the United Kingdom.

Finally,_ asked for a point of contact in this

Department with whom he could correspond with any further
enquires he has on this subject. The MOD focal point which
looks at reports of unexplained aerial phenomena, for the
reasons I have explained above, is as follows:

Ministry of Defence

Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a

Room

Main Building

Whitehall
SW1A 2HB

I hope this is helpful in explaining the role of this
Department with respect to 'UFO' sightings and I can assure Mr
Barker that there is certainly no attempt to cover up

information on this subject.

Stephen Dorrell Esg MP THE LORD HENLEY



PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE

PARLIAMENTARY ENQUIRY

Reference D/US of S/IOH [ C0 S5 j 4< | (to be quoted in all correspondence)
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| would be grateful if you would prepare a double spaced draft for the Minister to
send in reply to the enclosed letter, together with relevant advice. This should be
cleared by a grade 7 equivalent or higher. No action should be taken which may
prejudice Ministerial consideration of this case.

The deadline for yourreplyis: | & . vy 1 AAS
o

If you cannot meet this deadline, you should forward an interim reply immediately
and inform this office of the date when a full reply is expected.

The draft should be sent by CHOTS to US of S TYPIST1. Divisions in Main
Building may send a hard copy if they do not have CHOTS; others should send the
draft by fax to Main Building extensior SRSl lease use only one of these
methods.

Your draft should be as <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>